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REAL ESTATE AND
BUILDING NEWS

Summer Dullness Show¬
ing Signs of Taking

a Rest.

MONEY LENDERS
LOOSENING UP

More Cash Put Out on Realty
Security Last Week Than for
Any Like Period in Some

Months.No Sacrifice
Bargains to Be

Gobbled Up.

While there was not a great volume
of business in the real estate realm
last week there was much better feel¬
ing, and a decided Improvement in the
general tone. This was noticeable In
the ilrmnfRs of the market, in the
numerous small sales that were made
and in the matter of loans on real es¬

tate. The sales were small in the
main, but the aggregate far exceeded
that of the previous week. The purse
strings of the leaders of money, those
who put their surplus cash out on
realty through the real estate agents,
were loosened up considerably, and 1
hoard of numerous good sized loans
And any number of small ones that
had been completed, the securities ap-
proved and record©^ and the borrower
sent on his way . ejolcing. It must be

how<vei, that the demand for

j money on ti;> part of home builders
and horn'- improvers is yet somewjiat
in advance of the supply of ready
loanable cash. One agent told me that
as soon as !t became known that art

ageney had some money bags to open
he might expect a rush on his ofllce,
and hi every instance the past week
the rush promptly came. Another flrm
told me that the money lending man
of the concern had been kept pretty
busy for the past several days, and had
put out about $53,000 In amounts rang¬
ing from $209 t<# $12,000.

Cloud* PaNxing llj-.
Altogether, everything In the real

estate market looks brighter, and
there are Indications of a still further
brightening up of things, although
there may be some time to yet elapse
before the men of news will be able
to record anything like a rushing ac¬

tivity, the speculators and short time
investors being not yet in evidence.
There is, however, a good deal more of
inquiry on the part of people who have
the money for permanent investment.
A majority of these are looking for
bargains, having been led to think
from the heretofore prevailing dullness
that the same might be found with
more or less eano. There are, of course,
bargains in Richmond dirt, but so far
as can be ascertained by the most
earnest seeker aftor the same, there
are no people holding good, eligible dirt
who are ready to dispose of the same

at anything like a sacrifice. Quite the
contrary. Holders of central property
are holding stifT. and apparently feel¬
ing no uneasiness about their hold¬
ings.

Fnrm Lands Active.
The inquiry for good Virginia farm¬

ing lands, especially for such as are

located in convenient distance to Rich¬
mond, Petersburg, Lynchburg, Danville,
Norfolk or other large markets, is

quite active. Nearly all of the agencies
that make a specialty of farm lands
report that they are being kept fairly
busy taking people out to view the
prospects, and not a few good sales of
this class of property were closed last
week, in the main, to newcomers to
old Virginia.
The rental agents also had a busy

time during the entire week. One
Main Street agency reported the ren¬

tal of fifteen houses, and they were

placed without any trouble. All the

agents say there arc fewer rent cards
stuck on houses than usual at this
date In September, and that for the past
two weeks they have been coming
down faster than they went up a month
and two months ago.

WATER PROBLEM ON FARM.

Light on Interesting Subject.Drudgery
for Farm Women May He Lightened.
The town pump and the neighbor¬

hood pump, and their successor, the
street faucet, passed out of existence
In all considerable American communi¬
ties long ago; they have almost passed
out of memory. Vet. as time Is meas¬

ured, it is not so very long since it
¦was necessary over a large area of
this country for even town and city
people to go outside, either to the
well, the pump or the faucet for the
domestic supply of water. The well,
of course, is still the chief dependence
of the rural home, whether the water
be drawn from it by bucket or pumped
from It by hand; windmill or motor.
In the great mnjorlty of cases water
for domestic use in the country Is still
drawn from the well by bucket or

pumped by hand. While the number of
farmhouses piped and supplied by
water from tanks filled by windmills
or motors has stendlly Increased during
recent years in all parts of the United
States, yet, as a Southern educator
has recently declared, it Is true that
nine-tenths of the drudgery for women
in farm life is due to antiquated meth¬
ods in handling the household water
supply.This Investigator estimates that the
water used in farm cooking Is handled
an average of six times, and that, in¬
cluding wash day, the farmer's wife
lifts a ton of water every day. For
an installation costing $250, ho con¬

tends, much of this toll might bo elimi¬
nated. Commenting upon this, the Chi¬
cago Journal expresses the opinion
that the figure named Is too high for
a simple equipment that would lessen
the drudgery by half, and toJi low for
an equipment equal to that of a city
residence.

It Is a question whether tlje Inde-

?endent equipment will ever satisfac-
orily meet the needs of the rural
home. So much Is dependent upon
making farm life comfortable, and the
question of water supply is so inti¬
mately related to the' rural uplift that
it is a matter worthy of serious and
expert treatment. A prlmo essential
would seem to l»e the introduction Into
this country of the community system,
which obtains in agricultural districts
abroad. American farmhouses nro
scattored. often widely separated, fro-
9HSntly Isolated, and this makes It
alfllcult, If not Impossible, to provide
them with conveniences and comforts
common to populous districts. The
grouping of farmhouses would mako
It much easier, at all events, to dis¬
tribute among them not only water

?nd llKht nt 11 mini¬
mum cost of sorvlce.

SOME THINGS VIRGINIA IS GETTING "LONG" ON

VIHOI.MA-UHOW.N PKACM12S. ' PICKING AM) PACKING APPLES POIt SIAHKGT.

CATTLE CinOWX HEADY FOIl EXPORT ON GRASS ALOM5. FIVE HUNDRED ACHF.S OF AI.PAI.PA.

Richmond Man Visits the Great
National Curiosity and

Tells About It.

WONDERS UNDER THE EARTH

Property That Ought to Be
Brought Under State or

National Control.

nv AUBREY T,. OWEN*.
The Mammoth Cave, located In Ed¬

monson County. Ky., ninety miles south
of Louisville, Is one of the greatest
natural wonders of the world. Five
different levels and 228 streets and
avenues.150 explored miles of a sub-
terreanean world, with starry firma¬
ment, dells and grottoes, pits and
domes, mountains and river cascades,
and with the temperature at 54 degrees
the year around.
The entrance to the cave Is down a

long flight of narrow stnirs and
through an (iron Kate. Its interesting
and wonderrul features begin from the
time of entrance. "Stalactites and stal-
lagmites, of beautiful and countless
forms; great auditoriums with lofty
ceilings.one where the formations re-
semble a starlight sky.domes hun¬
dreds of feet high, the sides formed of
tier after tier of fluted columns, bal-
anced a^ul hanging rocks.huge piles
of rock that seemingly have been
swirled round by underground waters
until they have worn great caverns;
mighty crevices or clefts, as if made
by earthquakes; barren underground
streams, and a river, known as "The
Echo," fifteen to forty feet wide, tra-
versed by boat for half a mile. Nearly
all of this river is one vast resonator;
its branching avenues and side crev-
Ices, its lofty roof of limestone rock,
its ancient battlemented shores, all
serve as reflectors of every sound,
however slight, and send it back inten¬
sified a thousand times, with its rough¬
ness blended into one sweet volume of
glorious harmony, with ever-diminish¬
ing volume, as it rolls down along the
unknown halls and reverberates from
secret chamber walls."

Varied Formation.
The formations in the cave are of

every imaginable shape, including va¬
rious things from an arm chair to a
bridal altar. In one place the lights
from the guide's torch, shining
through an opening, form a remark¬
ably well-shaped statue of Martha
\Vn8hingt9n.
Some of the principal features of tho

cave are: Saltpetre Works (an inter¬
esting relic of tho War of 1812), Ro¬
tunda, Audubon Avenue, Olive's Bower,
Corkscrew -Exit, Methodist Church,
Booth's Theatre, Gothic Avenue, Pillars
of Hercules, Bridal Altar, Arm Chair,
Elbow Crevice, Annetta's Dome, Statue,
Giant's Coffin, Consumptives' Homes,
Star Chamber, I.overs' Retreat, Laby¬
rinth, Gorin's Dome, Bottomless Pit,
Bridge of Sighs, Grand Crossing, Val¬
ley of Humility, Fat Man's Misery,'
River Hall, Dead Sea, River Styx, River
Lethe, Purgatory Slough, Echo River,
Internal Regions, Valley of Flowers,
Martha's Vineyard, Dining Hall, Snow
Ball Room, Flora's Garden, Last Rose
of Summer, Rocky Mountains. Dismal
Hollow, Maelstrom, Croghan's Hall,
Blarney Stone, Corkscrew, Chief City,

(Continued on Slxth~Page )

A 100-ACRI2 HAYFICLD.
In weveral brief nrtlclfs In thin flection, fmlt cultnre, rattlr raising nntl RTans Rrnnlng In Old Virginia arc dlNrninFilto a cronlfr or extent. In a measure, thene nre no it Industries In thin Commonnrulth, but tbey lire grenl 111 «ln.s t rie.s,and becoming greater and greater every year. They are. Indeed, "money crop*."

THE PHILIPPINES
Richmond Boy Tells of Things

He Has Seen in the Far¬
away Islands

William H. Brown, a Richmond
young man, now In the Philippines In
government employ, has written to a
relative in this city a very interesting
story of life in Manila. A few extracts
are given below:

Manila is perhaps the most interest-
Ing part, and so I shall begin there.

! The city is girded by the river Passig.the left as you go up the river
being the business section. The chief
street is the ISscolta, where one
llnds a strange mingling of the old and
the new Spanish stores with balconies
alongside American ones with largeplate-glass windows. The Escolta, like
Manila, is more cosmopolitan than Now
York. Side by side are stores run by

j Spaniards, Oermnns. Americans, I2ug-lishmen, Filipinos, Chinese, Japan-
ese. Indians, etc. What makes a
Manilawan more cosmopolitan is that
the foreigners retain their native dress
to a large extent. On the Escolta one
can get pretty much anything In the
way of merchandise. The old or walled
city is on the other side of the Passig
over which there are a number of !ine
bridges. The means of transportation
are numerous. Street cars go every¬
where. Hauling is done on auto trucks
or by the slow car'abon carts. Horses
roam all over town, and the natives
charge one or two people to cents for
a ride or 20 cents for nn hour. Calasas,
a handsome form of the same general
style, are the most popular vehicles in
Manila. They cost r>0 cents per hour.
Passing out of tho city one crosses I he
Sunken Gardens, which extend around
(the walls, and arrives at Manila's play-/
ground, tho Iametn, a park where a
band plays fino music from 6 to 7:30
every evening. ITere Manila parades.
In front Is the bay, behind the carnival
grounds, where the future government
buildings wi-11 be situated; to the right
the Manila hotel, to tho left the Army
and Navy Club.

Manila has many fino buildings,
among them ncing tho Bureau of
Science; white, picturesque cathedrals
are .jvorywhere, and there aro palms,

(Continued on sixth Page.)

VIRGINIA MICA IS
TAKING THE LEAD

.

Growing Industry That Has Been
Developed at Ridgeway,

in Henry County.
E. A. Schubert, the mineralogist of

the Norfolk and Western Railway, has
been Investigating mica deposits In
Virginia along the lines of that rail-
way. He writes;
."The mica Industry is one of grow-

ing Importance. This valuable mineral
is required in Increasing amount. In
keeping with the rapid application of
electrical energy, whether for power,
light or such other purposes to which
it may be adapted. Thirty years ago
the amount of inica required in manu-
facture and art was very limited. Now
it is an industry the extent of which
Is measured in hundreds of thousands

I of dollars, and increasing annually.
"The lirst mica mined In the United

States came from New England, but
the Quantity and quality both were

deficient. This led to new explorations
and the transfer of the major portion
of the industry to North Carolina, in
which State nearly one-half of the en-
tire amount consumed Is being mined.
"Some six years ago a number of

Pittsburgh capitalists were directed
to Hidgeway, Ilenry County, Virginia,
as offering an attractive Held for mica
development. After several years of
exploration work, the expenditure of
much capital and the accompaniment
of the usual disappointments in min-
eral development, the stockholders of
the Ridgeway .Mica Co dually were
rewarded for their patience, energy and
money expended by being apprised of

j the fact that they had'a real mine and
a good one. They now have driven
their shaft to a depth of over IftO feet,
find the mica between well-dr lined
walls, having a vein about six foi>;
wide, and are taking out about 15.000
pounds of the very highest grade mica
monthly. The largest bloqk recov¬
ered weighed over 3,000 pounds, but
blocks' that weigh from 400 to C00
pounds are. of frequent occurrence. This
mine Is reputed as producing the
largest and best blocks of mica in
the United States, some sheets cutting

(Continued on Sixth Page.)

"Governor" Stuart and Good
Roads.Hampton Roads Stood

Test.Dabney to Help.
The Newport News Press says:
ITonry C. Stuart, our next Governor,is himself a road-builder. IIo built a

road from his plantation in Russell
County to tho railroad, a distance of
twelve miles, and it is conecded to be
lone of the bcr.t constructed roads in
I tiie Commonwealth. The County of
Kusscll has about seventy mile* of
macadam road, some of it costing as
much as $S,000 a mile, and the systemof roadways is being * extended each
year. It goes without saying, thore-
fore, that Mr. Stuart, when lie becomes

j Governor, will give espcclal attention
to tliis subject and will aid in devis-
ing a plan for keeping the improvedhighways of the State in repairs. It
is certainly an absurdly wasteful policyto build roads at considerable cost to
the taxpayers and then allow them to
go to pieces.

'

Tracklayitig has begun or, Virginia-Carolina Hallway's extension from
Hlcvins Station into North Carolina,
The Hassinger I,umber Company is also
reported to have begun construction
of two branch ' railroads, one from
Green Cove to Park.

The Tidewater News says:I The Young .Men's Husiness Assocla-| tlon of Franklin will Jiavc William T.
Dabney, business manager of the Rich¬
mond Chamber of Commerce, to ad¬
dress them in their reading rooms
Thursday evening, September II, at 8
o'clock. Mr. Habiiey !s considered one
of the most energetic and effective
business boosters in the South, and .the
association Invites all merchants, busi¬
ness and professional men of the town
witJi them and hear him.

The Marion American says:
Tito third annual exhlbitnon of tho

Smyth County Fair Association, hold
in Marion on Wednesday, Thursday
and Friday of last week, was a decid¬
ed success. The weather was line, the
attendance was the largest since the
organization of tho association, and
the exhibits in most of tho departments

(Continued on Sixth Page.)

IMPORTANT WORK
ON THE COAST LINE

Double Tracking and Bridging
in the Region Around and

About Fayctteville.

VIRGINIA CONTRACTORS ON JOB

Big Money Being Spent in North
Carolina to Meet Demands of

Increased Business.

nv ai.i-miei) m. Mviiovrcu.
Fayctteville, N. C., September 6..

Not wars, rumors of wars, homicides,
thel'ts, divorces, Joy rides, nor the
quarreling: of a lunatic over his
breakfast.none of those things fur¬
nish the news that is worth the
world's attention. The happenings.iftlutt-.v can be designated by a word so
nearly approaching the accidental in
meaning.which tend towafd the
world's advancement are rarely attend¬
ed by the exoteric details marking the
other kind of news.the crash of fallen
reputation, the clash of personalities,the freaks of temperament. Against
such heavy odds is wrought the work
which means substantial progress to
society that, speaking broadly, it is
done in silence. It is mostly carried
on by taciturn men. The politician,
tho press agent, the litterateur, or the
artist will drc-wn his hearer in a tor¬
rent of words on the slightest pretext;
but if it desired to get anything out
of the man who is do.'ng 'lie earth's
heavy work, it is necessary to ask
questions.
A typical example of this kind ot

constructive activity is the work be-
irur done, with Fayotteville as a cen¬
tre. on tho Atlantic Coast Lino Hall-
road. This development is an early
sta^e of the double tracking which is
expanding the Coast Line's system to
meet the demands of the increasing
i being the whole of the concrete
work made necessary by the layingof the additional trackage. between
Parkton and Selma, on tho main line,
which Includes tho erection of all
piers and abutments for bridges and
culverts.
This construction, for which the rail¬

road is paying $175,000, is b»lnghandled by the \V. 'A. Williams Coin-
puny, of Macon, C5a. The contractor
in chnrge of the whole work Is A i\
Cornell, of Itarnwell. S. C., 'i member
of tlio Williams firm. The work above
and below Fayettevillo has been sublet
to other contractors. Tho C It. Wil¬
liams Company, of- Muchanati, Va., is
building the Mubstruet ure for tho
bridges between Soli, a and Four Oaks.
,T. It. Adams & Co., of Hichinond. are
doing tho same thing between Four
Oaks and the live and one-half mile
post, and J. D. Davis, Jr., of Peddlers
Mill, Va., from this point to Heard,
while the Smith-Kyle Company, of
l-'iiyettevllle. is doing the work over
the stretch <>f road between Xatal and
Parkton, where the double-tracking
will end. The line of railway divides
at Parkton, the Hennettsvillo branch.
there leaving the main line unh spllt-
ting tho tralllc.

All of tills construction is either
arch and pipe culverts as suhstruc-
turn for the bridges. The work was
started In April and the engineers ex¬
pect to finish it by November 1. There
will be IBS openings in all, and the

(.Continued °n Sixth I age.)

WHAT IS NEEDED IN

Views on Interesting
Subject by a Man

of Affairs.

TOO MANY PEOPLE
GOING TO CANADA

Southerners Who Go West, and
Why.Trifle Too Much Con¬

servatism in Dixie.More
Risk Should Be Taken

in Helping Farmer
Boys.

In sending; to the Industrial Section
an article prepared by himself on the
"Great need of the South," F. H. L>tv
Raume, the head man of the agrlcul- jr^jtural and Industrial department of tho .JgNorfolk and Western Railway, writes Ijjja note to tho editor, which is, to nay
the least of it, a trifle sarcastic. AC- $
ter commending his article to the ex- -j9tent of declaring that It "contains mora
pertinent truth about tho South than Jit contains eulogy or poetry," he says: ..'j"I hardly expect you to use it, for 1 »
find that Southern papers do not, as a j
rule, care to discuss or print anythlns
that does not carry commendation, jeulogy, peroration or mutual congrat- |aulation. It's a nice, gracious, hospi- tJ
table and agreeable practice, and it
has a tendency to make vis all satis¬
fied, and encourages us to keep on fol-
lowing lines of least resistance.

"Liet me tell you something, there are
over 200,000,000 acres of farming lands
in the States south of the Ohio and
east of the Mississippi Rivers. Of this \vast amount of territory, less than :
20 per cent la under elttctent cultlva-
tlon, and less than 30 per cent is in *¦

cultivation at all. In other words, v*
nearly four-fifths of our latent re- "

sourccs arc lying? idle and unproductive
for the reasons I have pointed out in ^the enclosed article, but, of course, it
would be very unwise to print It, be¬
cause It might hurt some onejs feel¬
ings or bo misconstrued by others."

Mr. I-a Ftaume is tho land agent of
a railway and a vigorous and progres¬
sive one ne Is. and a good fellow with
all. In one way and another, ho works
In a good deal of free advertising mat-
ter on the press. I happen to know
that some of the papers have been
turning down a good deal of free ad¬
vertising matter of late, and I suspect
that Is the kind of "discussion- Mr.
La Baumo has found that tho South¬
ern papers "do not, as a rule, care to
indulge In. Rut bo that as It may, ho
Is hereby informed that this paper
does not at any time hesitate to dis¬
cuss any question that is worth while,
and It Is ever ready, willing and anxi¬
ous to get at the bottom facts on any
subject, but this paper strictly drawa
tho line on the free advertisements
that so often come alon^r between tho
lines, in otherwise Interesting articles.
Barring some p.irdonnblo exagKora-

tlon and some excusable stretching of
the blanket In the statement of con-

rtitions, causes and effects, and In flpr-
nres ho gives, Mr. La Baume's article
Is a timely one and calculated to do
some good. It Is given spaco with
pleasure. Here It Is.

The Great Need of the Sonth.
(By F. H. La Baume.)

Tt Is estimated that during tho past
five years, over a million farmers and
their families have been induced to
leave the United States and seek new

homes in the Northwest provinces of
Canada. If we average five to tho
family, this means a total of nearly
five million neople who have emigrat¬
ed across the border within this ttme.
The Southern States, east of the Mls_

sisslppl. and south of the Ohio ^Iver,have contributed very materially to
this movement westward. Thousands
and hundreds of thousands of our
young men and women, representing
the verv life blood of our population,
havo left tho South and sought new
homes in the Western and Northwest.
ern States, with results that are fa-
miliar to any one who will investigate
conditions in the smaller towns and
their surrounding country districts in
almost any part of the South. I ad¬
dressed a number of farmers meet-
ings in the counties In Tidewater Mr-
ginla recently, and the thing that im¬
pressed me most was the woeful lack:
of young people In all the audiences,I on the str.-ets of the towns and vll-
lages and on tho farms In the country.
There Is a very vital reason for this
defection of our younger element, and
it lies malnlv In the fact that the West,
with its new blood. Irrepressible enter¬
prise and the optimism that is char-
acterlstic of new countries and new

people, offers environment and oppor¬
tunities that are very much more at-
tractive than havo boon heretofore of-
forcd by any of the Fastern States.
What are yet only Ideals, even In many
of the most advanced localities of tho
world are actualities throughout the
Pacific Coast region. What are dread¬
ed as threatening theories In conserva-
tivo centres ^ir.- established as practi¬
cal and beneficial facts In this pro¬
gressive community. Tho older see-

tions of this country, and of every
country, are hampered and handicapped
in their development by a so-called
conservatism which is too often noth¬
ing nunc than sheer selfishness or In¬
ertness.

11 untie v«. Conservatism.
The phrase "conservatism" is mado

to cover a multitude of failings. Tho
lack of Imagination to foresee, the lack
of energy to attempt, the lack of cour¬
age to achieve, are all cloaked under
the convenient word "conservatism."
Conservatism is the attribute of age.
IOnergy and enthusiasm, courage, con-
tldenco and conviction are the charac¬
teristics 'of youth and strength. It Is
these that havo wrought tho miracle
of the West.

It Is «hese vital factors that have
developed the originally arid sectionsj without half the natural advantages
possessed by the ^outh Atlantic State#,
into the "most attractive, prosperous,
resourceful and aggressive section at
our entire, country. It is unfortunate
that a young man Is not usually con<
sldcred worthy of business eonlldence-
responsibility, loyalty and assistance,'and that-In this section these things
are rarely accorded until a man ha«
grown almost gray in the service.
These are the reasons why our youpp
people have loft us. and are still con¬
tinuing to leave in large number*. Th<jpp
old conservatism of the South In re

i (Continued, on Sixth Page.)


